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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcome back to the  new school year! I hope your summer was filled 
with family, friends and lots of fun! We are back to work at Deerfield, 
preparing for the new year.  As you may know we are switching to a 
new student management system. Skyward has now been replaced 
with PowerSchool.  Information about PowerSchool can be found on 
page 2 of this newsletter.  This system will house everything including 
but not limited to, student demographics, health information, IEP/504s, 
grades, school messages and more.  As you can imagine we are all in 
different places on the learning curve.  We are working on getting stu-
dents assigned to classes and hope to have this information out to you by early next week.   
 
Teachers will be contacting you soon to set up a beginning of the year meeting.  It is important to us that 
we start the year off building positive and productive partnerships with all of our parents! Our relationship 
with you serves as the foundation to support your child be the best they can be! 
 
This year Deerfield turns 50 years old! We will be planning some activities to celebrate this milestone!  
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 9th from 2:00-4:00.  We will have an Open House to cele-
brate 50 years of education!  This ole building has been home to countless children and they are all 
invited back to reminisce.  Deerfield has only had three principals in its’ 50 years and all three will be 
here during the open house!  The email to this newsletter included a link to order a special, “Deerfield 
50th Anniversary” t-shirt.  Thank you to our wonderful PTO and business partner, Hy-vee , for supporting 
our celebration! More information will be coming home  after school starts. 
 
Enjoy your last few weeks of staying up late and sleeping in!  We will see you all soon!  
 
Joni Appleman, Principal 

Deerfield Staff  2018-19 
 

Joni Appleman,  Principal 
Emily Wolcott, Administrative Assistant  
Amy Treat, Secretary 
TBA Head Custodian 
Nick Givechi, Custodian 
Adrianne Somers, Cafeteria Manager 
Cheryl Sloan, Cafeteria Cashier 
Cindy Cruse, Cafeteria Staff 
Kassadie Burton / Lindsey Simms Boys & Girls Club Manager 
Dianne Thomas, Nurse      Peter Houston, Health Office Aide 
Nicole Bobey, Mental Health Professional/Counselor 
Sarabeth Morgan, Gifted Teacher 
Peggy Dey, Psychologist 
Christina Brown, Social Worker 
Jennifer Taylor, OT 
Brad Stoll, Adaptive PE 
Caitlin Feighny, Learning Coach 
Jason Bott, PE          
Hannah Hurst, Art               
Sara Bonner, Music 
Anne Tormohlen, Library Media Specialist 
Carol Hart, Library Media Aide 
Lori Hett, Library Aide, Cafeteria Supervisor 
Tammi Soileau, Speech Teacher 
Lisa Hodges, SPED Teacher 
Kendra Fowlkes, SPED Teacher 
Karianne Gardner, SPED Teacher 
Kyleigh Edwards, SPED Teacher 
Wendy Williams, SPED Teacher 
Brianna Anglin, SPED Paraeducator 
Tracy Daniels, Sped Paraeducator 
Aleigha Glas, SPED Paraeducator 
Abigail Lanphear, SPED Paraeducator 
Caitlin Lofts, SPED Paraeducator 
Gillian Marsh, SPED Paraeducator 
Lisa Maziar, SPED Paraeducator 
Makayla Mefferd, SPED Paraeducator 
Ruthi Rapp, SPED Paraeducator 
Marilyn Kearney, SPED  Paraeducator 
Nancy Burghorn, Supplemental Math/Read 
Kate Zylstra, Supplemental Math/Read 
Courtney Ellis, Supplemental Math/Read 
Danielle Bechard, Kindergarten 
Jennifer Day, Kindergarten 
Jenny Humburg, Kindergarten 
Julie Leibach, Kindergarten 
Megan Bland, 1st Grade 
Erin Chappell, 1st Grade 
Abby Moser, 1st Grade 
Kaitlin Heller, 1st Grade 
Anna Lansbury, 2nd Grade 
Kimberly Neises, 2nd Grade 
Katie Sheffler, 2nd Grade 
Alex Stephenson, 2nd Grade  
Anne Bailey, 3rd Grade 
Amanda Davis,  3rd Grade 
Carolina Gutierrez, 3rd Grade 
Melissa Clover, 4th Grade 
Stacy Roman, 4th Grade 
Jennifer Walters, 4th Grade 
Diana Bailey, 5th Grade 
Katie Hart, 5th Grade 
Madeline Herrera, 5th Grade 

If you are receiving this newsle�er, then your child is en-

rolled at Deerfield School for the 2018-2019 school year. 

Please contact the school immediately if your child will NOT 

be returning to Deerfield this Fall or your address has 

School Starts Soon! 
Wednesday, August 15th 8:00-1:35 for Grades1st - 5th  
(Wednesdays are early release days, dismissal is at 1:35) 

 
Thursday, August 16th - Kindergartners whose last name begin with A-L 
Friday, August 17th - Kindergartners whose last name begins with M-Z 

Classroom Assignments  

Will be Emailed to Parents on 

or soon after 

August 6th! 

Deerfield School Supply List 
Make sure that you refer to the School Supply 
List that is specific to Deerfield.  This can be 
found on our school website or by clicking on 
this link:Deerfield School Supply List 

Secured Entry and Arrival 
This year we will have two points of entry into the building 
from 7:35-8:00.  Students can enter through the front 

door and the west door (back of the building) After the 
8:00 bell rings the west door will be locked.  Students ar-

riving after 8:00 will need to enter through the front door.  

Please note that the North Playground door will no longer 
be a point of entry. 



MEALS at SCHOOL 
Breakfast and Lunch service will begin on Wednesday, August 
16th. School menus are attached to this newsletter (and will 
be sent home the 1st day of school.  Meals are priced as fol-
lows: 
                                              Breakfast:             Lunch: 
Full Price:                              $1.70                     $2.70 
Reduced Price:                      $.30                       $. 40 
Adult                                      $2.35                     $3.65  
Extra Milk                               $ .85  
 
A separate check made out to Deerfield Food Service can be 
sent to the school anytime.  Meals must be paid for in ad-
vance.  Please note that prices are subject to change. 

School Meal Menu 

 IMPORTANT information on PowerSchool 
August 6th the district will be sending parents login information for the PowerSchool Parent Portal. This 
system is taking the place of Skyward.  Parents will be able to access their child’s student profile, grades, 
attendance and much more. Please be looking for this email from USD497 on August 6th. Thanks for your 
patience as we make this transition. 

PowerSchool is the leading provider of integrated technology systems to schools. The company works with 80% of the school districts in Kansas. 
PowerSchool's suite of solutions — student information system, registration, special education, assessment, and learning management system — brings all 
of the information and tools teachers, students, and school families need to manage instruction and collaboration into one unified platform. 
PowerSchool has the potential to streamline school processes by moving from a variety of individual systems to a single integrated platform to drive school 
operations, student achievement, and parent involvement. PowerSchool will integrate functions currently performed by Skyward (student information 
system), Blackboard (learning management system), SEAS (special education IEP system), Viewpoint (data warehouse), and Destiny (library management 
system), among other technology systems. PowerSchool also integrates with several other technology systems currently in use in the district, including 
Human Resources, financial, and school fee payment software systems, Google Suite, Outlook email, Parchment (student transcripts), and 
SchoolMessenger (automated notification system).   

First Day of School 
The first day of school is Wednesday, 
August 15th for 1st—5th Graders.  Kin-

dergarten students start August 16th 
and 17th. Students can enter the build-

ing after 7:35 a.m. when the doors are 
unlocked and there is supervision. There 

are 2 doors students can enter through:   

• Main Front Doors 

• West Parking Lot Door 

On the 1st day of school only, students will be allowed to go di-
rectly to their classrooms upon arrival.  On all other days, students 

arriving before  7:50 a.m. will be directed to wait in the following 
rooms: 

 K-3 will go to the gym  
 4-5 will go to the cafeteria  

 K-5 students eating breakfast will go  
 to the cafeteria  

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR SNEAK PEEK AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2018 

SNEAK PEEK/SUPPLY DROP OFF  
5:45-6:45 pm  

During this time students who are WITH A  PARENT will have the oppor-
tunity to come into the building to find their classrooms.  Students may drop 

off their school supplies if they wish.   
All  students must be accompanied by a parent.   

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
6:30-7:30 pm 

At 6:45 Sneak Peek will end and everyone will exit the building to attend the 
Ice Cream Social located on the front lawn.   

 
 
 

FREE and REDUCED MEAL INFORMATION 
Students from families whose income is below designated 
levels and foster children are eligible for free meals or re-
duced priced meals.  To determine if a family qualifies, the 
family must complete an application.  One application per 
family is necessary and may be completed anytime during the 
year.  A new application must be completed each year.  Par-
ents/guardians are responsible for ALL CHARGES until 
the application has been APPROVED by the food services 
office.  Children eligible for  free or reduced-priced Child 
Nutrition Program meal benefits may also qualify for optional 
benefits. 
An application for Free and Reduced school meals was 
emailed out to all previously enrolled parents on July 1st.  If 
you did not receive this email you can obtain the application 
from the district website.  Go to Food Services. 

ENROLLMENT and FEES 

 

Current DEERFIELD Students  are automatically 

enrolled at Deerfield unless a parent has told 
us otherwise.  Please contact the school 

immediately if you have moved.  Transfer 

paperwork MUST be completed before 

determining continued enrollment at Deerfield.  

 

A Fee Payment form is attached to this newsletter.  You may mail your 

fee payment to the school or send it to school with your child on the 1st 

day of  school.  Checks can be made out to Deerfield Elementary.  You 
can also Pay Your Fees Online by going to the district website.  

Fees for Grades K-5  $112.00 per student.  
Payment in full or 1st payments are due in September. 

 Secured Entry  
Just a Reminder 

At 8:00 am all exterior doors into the build-
ing will be locked EXCEPT the front doors.  
Those arriving after 8:00 will need to enter 
the building through the front doors, sign in 
at the office window and wait to be buzzed into the main build-
ing.  Parents who have walked their children to class are 
asked to exit the building IMMEDIATELY when the 8 am bell 
rings.  If arrangements have been made with the teacher to 
stay later than 8:00 am, visitors must sign in at the office and 
get a visitor’s sticker.   



Deerfield Traffic Plan 
 
As always, each year we ask that parents 

review the Deerfield Traffic Plan attached 

to this newsletter and located on our 

school website prior to the 1st day of 

school!  We have hundreds of children 

being picked up and/or dropped off at 

school each day.  For the safety of your 

child, it is important to follow our traffic 

rules.   

 

Students will be dismissed to grade level “waiting spots” out 

front.  Students are required to stay in their grade level spot 

if you are picking them up in the circle drive or parking lot.   

We must insist that parents and students use the designat-

ed crosswalk when crossing the circle drive. We ask that all 

students needing to cross Princeton or Lawrence Ave., do 

so at the corner of Princeton and Lawrence Avenue.  There 

is a city paid crossing guard at this corner.  Please create a 

pick-up plan with your child prior to the first day of school.   

Your unwavering cooperation is required if we are to keep 

our children safe! 

 

Law enforcement  patrol around the school the first few 

weeks of school and at random times through out the year 

to help remind drivers of the traffic laws, specifically that 

you can not stop the flow of traffic along Princeton or Law-

rence Avenue.  Many parents form a line of cars that ex-

tends out of the circle drive and onto Lawrence avenue as 

they wait for dismissal.  If you are waiting to get in the circle 

drive and you are blocking the flow of traffic on Lawrence 

Avenue and/or Princeton, you may be ticketed.  You will 

need to circle around until you are able to enter the circle 

drive or find a legal parking space.  Our circle drive is a 

one way drive so there are two lanes that can be formed 

in the circle drive.  Please utilize both lanes. 

Instead of using the circle drive you may want to make a 

pick up plan with your child prior to school starting.  Show 

them a pick up “area” along Princeton or Lawrence Ave.  

Make sure they know where to wait if you are a little late 

getting to your pick up spot.  
Expect some “Organized Chaos” the first few days during 

pick up.  We have approximately 100 new families that are 

just learning the traffic expectations.  The first 2-3 minutes 

after the bell rings is quite busy, but once the cars start 

moving everyone is safely on their way home within 10 

minutes.  

Keep up to date by visiting our Deerfield 
Website Calendar  

 
 

8/14 5:45-6:45 Sneak Peek/Supply Drop-off 
 6:30-7:30 Back to School Ice Cream Social 
8/15 8:00-1:35 1st Day of school for grades 1-5 
8/16-17 1st  Day of school for Kindergarten by last name:  
  A-L    attend on 8/16 
  M-Z    attend on 8/17 
8/21 7:00 pm PTO Meeting—Cafeteria  
8/27 6:00-7:00 Watch DOGS Kick-off 
8/27 PTO Fund Raiser Kick-Off 
9/4 WatchDOG Volunteers Start 
9/3 No School-Labor Day 
9/9 Deerfield 50th Anniversary Celebration  
9/11 Fund Raiser Ends 
 4:30 pm Site Council Mtg.– Library 
 7:00 pm PTO Meeting—Music Room 

Communica)on With YOU!  
We will communicate with you using several 

different methods.  

Email: 

Our main mode of communica�on for an-

nouncements, upcoming events and reminders 

will be through email.   Please make sure your 

email address is updated and correct! 

 

School Messenger: 

Emergency Communica�on, a#endance and brief/�me sensi�ve 

reminders will be done via School Messenger.  This Messenger is an 

automated system that will call and/or email you. 

 

Text Message Reminders: 

Brief reminders of events will be texted to subscribers using the 

REMIND App.   These texts will only be sent for general reminders of 

upcoming events that you have already been informed about 

through our newsle#er.  For instance,  school picture day will be 

announced in the newsle#er weeks before the actual day. However, 

we may send out a text the night before  as a reminder to wear your 

smiles! Since we know that not all parents will want text message 

reminders we will never use tex�ng as the only mode of communi-

ca�on. 

To join Text Message Reminders: 

• Send a text to 81010  

• Type the message: @Deerfie    

        and send 

You will receive a text back asking you to submit your name.  

Please type in your first and last name and put your child/ren’s 

name in parenthesis.  For example: Joni Appleman (Jenna). 

 

 

Hy-Vee on 6th street has been a 

partner for the last several years.  

They have supported our school in 

many ways.  Here are just a few! 

Hy-Vee has provided monetary support for our academic 

programs, student and teacher recognitions and PTO 

events.   They have also donated their time to teach our 

students through Jr. Achievement  lessons and hands-on 

pie baking!    We appreciate their support and look for-

ward to continuing our strong partnership.  Please help us 

in showing our appreciation by supporting Hy-Vee!   

School Hours 
MTTF 8:00-3:05 

W 8:00-1:35 



Deerfield PTO   

1st Meeting Tuesday, August 21nd 

7pm-8pm 

Deerfield Cafeteria 

We are looking forward to the beginning of the 

school year and we want you to be an active part 

of our wonderful Deerfield Elementary School.  Our 

PTO is the perfect place to start!  If you would like to 

be involved in PTO and get to know your student's teachers better, 

support them even more, build lasting relationships and have a ton 

of fun, PTO is perfect for you.   PTO meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of 

each Month, 7pm-8pm in the Deerfield Music Room. 

We now have a variety of ways to get involved and stay informed 

starting right now!   

• Find us on FB by searching for Deerfield PTO 

• Sign up for our texting system for reminders and events:  To sub-

scribe via SMS: Send a text to 81010 with the message @dfpto  
• Send us an email at DeerfieldPTO@hotmail.com to receive infor-

mation via email. 
• You can reach the PTO Executive Board as well if you have any 

questions or concerns.  We are here for you and to make sure 

that all those at Deerfield have a wonderful experience. 
 

President -              Vice President-Jacy Hurst-Moneymaker  

Secretary-Trisha Perkins           Treasurer - Michelle Hindman            

Walking and Biking Back To School  
As summer closes and school approaches, it is a great time for students and families to create new healthy, fun and safe 
habits for getting to and from school. Walking and biking are excellent options to increase the amount of physical activities 
students are participating in each day. Talk to your kids about how to be safe while walking and biking.  
Top Tips to keep young pedestrians and bikers safe:  

• It’s always best to walk on sidewalks or paths and cross at street corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks.  

• When on bikes, tell your kids to ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, not against it. Stay as far to the right as 

possible. Use appropriate hand signals and respect traffic signals, stopping at all stop signs and stoplights.  

• Before a bike ride, make sure the reflectors are secure, brakes work properly, gears shift smoothly, and tires are tightly secured and 

properly inflated.  

• Teach kids at an early age to put down their devices and then look left, right and left again when crossing the street.  

• Remind kids to make eye contact with drivers before crossing the street and to watch out for cars that are turning or backing up.  

• When driving, be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and school zones and be on the lookout for bikers, walkers or runners who 
may be dis 

        tracted or may step into the street unexpectedly. www.safekidsworldwide 
 
Also, Lawrence has a safety ordinance for individuals under 15 that requires they wear a helmet. Students 14 and under in need of a hel-
met can visit any Lawrence-Douglas County Fire Station and receive a helmet for free.  

EASY MONEY  FOR OUR SCHOOL! 

We earn hundreds of dollars  for our school when you clip, save and send! 
We participate in the Box Tops for Education Program and the Hy-Vee Dollars for 
Scholars Program.  Both programs are easy money for our school and take little 

effort from you!   

• Clip and send us all your Box Tops.   

• Save and Send us all of your Hy-vee receipts!   

 

Hard to believe, but that’s it!  We earn hundreds of dollars just for collecting 

and sending these in!  Please help us earn this easy money!! 

QUICK LINKS  

 

Deerfield Website 

Deerfield Traffic Plan  

Deerfield Website Calendar  

School Handbook 

School Supply List  
School Meal Menu 

Ala Carte Permission Form 

Pay Your Lunch Fees 

Free and Reduced Meal Information 

Prescription Medication Permission 

Non Prescription Medication Permission 

Request for School Transfer 


